
Sports Memories: Gymnastics 
Retrospective: Ten years before the Summer Olympic Games and the spunky Russian and Romanian women would catch the 
world’s attention, this sport was seen by most high school classmates as dull and boring.  We preferred the excitement of 
football or basketball, right? Intellectually, we marveled that people could climb ropes so quickly or hang on the rings so 
effortlessly. Yet hardly anyone every showed up for the weekly competition against rival schools.  I think, in retrospect, we 
have a greater appreciation for the hard work and long hours put in by this group of earnest athletes.  Thanks, guys. Wish I’d 
been there for you. 
 

 

 

       
 


