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Twice a year, all the drama departments across southern California competed in a variety of individual and ensemble scenes. 
The spring festival was always Shakespeare or other playrights of that era, while the Fall Festival focused on more 
contemporary works. Usually the top awards went to one of three schools: Reseda High, Hollywood High or Palisades High.  
Awards were handed out by popular actors of the day (Agnes Moorhead and Robert Vaughn, among others.) Some of the 
actors we competed against from other schools went on to movie careers of their own (Charles Martin Smith, Val Kilmer, Mare 
Winningham) but only Maddy DiMaggio from our Reseda troupe every made it to the big screen with cameo performances in 
two minor forgettable films. She became a screenwriter instead. 
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